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Man's best friend.
Recent biting incident
prompts local trainer to
remind owners, parents
of their I’E‘SpOI‘ISI ilities
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A local dog trainer says dog
owners and parents can, and
should, do more to ensure
interactions don’t end in hospi-
tal visits and headlines.

A four-year-old girl was hos-
pitalized and a dog taken from
its owner after the dog bit the
child in a Cole Harbour home
on Dec. 9.

The incident generated
considerable coverage because
the dog is a pit bull, but statis-
tics suggest the scenario plays
out in thousands of Canadian
households every year.

“A lot of it has to do with a
lack of supervision and making
sure a dog is used to the type of
roughhousing a child may do,”
said Tristan Flynn, who holds
qualification from the Certifica-
tion Council for Pet Dog Train-
ers.
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Flynn's top tips for child-
dag interactions:

.~ Condition your dog as
much as possible .
» letit happen on the
dog s terms
. Super\nse, supervise,
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Hospitals Injury Repm_'l:fng and
Prevention Program, most non-
fatal dog bites involve kids be-
tween five and nine years old,
and happen in a home environ-
ment when the child is “play-
ing with dog.”

“Most of it is a lack of under-
standing of body language and
a lack of listening to the dog,”
said Flynn.

Flynn emphasized the im-
portance of owners condition-
ing their dog to accept imper-
fect handling through positive
reinforcement.

“When a dog gets its tail
pulled, that shouldn't be the
first time it experiences that, if
it's a child doing i," he said, "It
should be something you pra
tise: You pull the dog's tadl, you

dogs reclaimed by owners,
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dogs: Keeping
the home

Local certified dog trainer Tristan Flynn hangs out with Honey and Kira, both members of the pit-bull breed, and Freya, back.
Flynn says conflicts between kids and dogs of any breed can be avoided through positive conditioning. jerr nareer/METRO

give it a treat. You condition
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Flynn said dogs should be
lowed 1o approach  visitors
i thelr own time and never
foreed o subindt (o petting,

have been able (o provide caie
Assistant  maniger Ty
Sullivan sabd most e bikid

ot baalle e avenindd D0 i b

kisses or play.

Kids should ask permission
before approaching a dog, and
should let the dog sniff the back
of 2 hand before trying to pet.

Above all, Flynn said an
addult should closely monitor all

interactions.

“Any child should not be
with a dog unsupervised,” he
said. “That's not just to protect
the child, that's to protect the
dog, because a child can over-
whelm a dog who is stressed.”
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CHRISTMAS
SALE '

Guitars, banjos, mandolins,
ukes, etc..at great prices!

HALIFAX
FOLELORE CENTRE

422-6350
Located just off Spring Gardan R




